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Dear M 





jimon: 


In accordance with 36 CFR Part 800, Protection of Historic Properties, the Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA) is requesting the Massachusetts Historical Commission’s (MHC) 
concurrence with our finding that the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority’s (MBTA) 
proposed test pit work and preconstruction reconnaissance at the Copley Inbound Station will 
have an adverse effect on historic properties. The purpose of this investigative work is for the 
MBTA to gather additional information that will be used to ensure that the proposed construction 
methodology for a new elevator will adequately protect the Boston Public Library (BPL) and the 
inbound station headhouse. To that end, the MBTA has developed the attached draft 
memorandum of agreement (MOA), which contains the appropriate test pitting protocol and 
consultation processes that will be followed throughout this effort. 








Pursuant to 36 CFR § 800.2(c), the FTA is requesting MHC’s consultation on the attached draft 
MOA, which contains the test pitting protocol and terms to minimize and mitigate the adverse 
effects of the proposed work. It should be noted that the MBTA incorporated a number of the 
recommendations that were suggested by the participants at the August 30, 2007 meeting held at 
MHC into the MOA. 


As indicated in the attached correspondence from the MBTA’s General Manager to FTA’s 
Regional Administrator dated September 24, 2007, the MBTA will report the results from the 
series of test pit work performed to FTA and MHC as soon as the work has been completed. 
Moreover, the MBTA will inform FTA as to whether or not any changes to the proposed project 
are warranted. Depending on the nature of any such changes, MBTA will request FTA to 
determine the necessity of further consultation and amendment of the MOA. 





Upon receipt of MHC’s concurrence, the FTA will, in accordance with 36 CFR § 800.6(a)(1), 
notify the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) and invite them to participate in 
the consultation process. The MBTA is informing the public about this change and inviting 
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comment through a newspaper notice and its Web site. In accordance with Section 4(f) of the 
Department of Transportation Act, the FTA and MBTA will also confer with the National Park 
Service on the matter. 





If you have any questions, please contact either Donna Laidley at: 617- 494-2484 or Pete Butler 
at: 617-494-2729, 


Sincerely, 


Heavy Bock, [ll 


Richard H. Doyle 
™ Regional Administrator 


Attachments 


Ce; A, Brennan, MBTA 
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Dear Mr. Raddant: 


The purpose of this letter is to invite the Department of the Interior's (DOI’s) comments on the 
Section 4(f) evaluation by the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) for the Green Line Copley 
Station Accessibility Improvement Project located in Boston, Massachusetts. The Massachusetts 
Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA) is proposing to use FTA financial assistance to make 
Copley Station compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990. To that end, 
the MBTA proposes to build an elevator adjacent to the Copley Station in-bound headhouse, 
which is listed on the National Register of Historic Places, and the Boston Public Library (BPL), 
which is a National Historic Landmark. After consultation with officials from the Massachusetts 
Historical Commission (the State historic preservation office), the Boston Public Library, and the 
Boston Landmarks Commission, the MBTA has requested FTA approval for a subsurface 
investigation. The proposed subsurface analysis was not scoped in the FTA December 2004 
Finding of No Significant Impact, and is now needed to ensure that the proposed construction 
techniques will not inadvertently impact the historic resources adjacent to Copley Square Station. 





As indicated in the attached correspondence, the MBTA proposes to conduct test pit work at the 
site to obtain the most accurate information on the subsurface conditions. This approach does 
have the potential to adversely effect the Library benches. The MBTA did exam the feasibility 
of avoidance alternatives to obtain the required information (e.g., review of existing drawings, 
ground penetrating radar and telescoping). However, these alternatives were found to be 
infeasible or of little utility, and, therefore, the MBTA has determined that the best course of 
course of action is to perform the site assessment via test pitting. 


Pursuant to the regulation implementing Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act 
(36 CFR § 800.2(c)), the FTA is requesting the Massachusetts Historical Commission to consult 
on the attached draft Memorandum of Agreement (MOA), which contains the test pitting 
protocol and terms to minimize and mitigate adverse effects of the proposed work. 
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For your convenience, I have enclosed a copy of the MBTA’s letter to FTA, dated September 24, 
2007, which provides background on the project and discusses the, alternatives that were 
evaluated in order to minimize harm to the BPL, as well as a draft of the proposed MOA. 


Based on our review of the attached documentation, the FTA believes that there is no prudent 
and feasible alternative to the proposed test pitting work. Moreover, FTA is confident that the 
MOA constitutes the most effective process for minimizing potential harm to the resource. 


In accordance with Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act (49 U.S.C. § 303), FTA 
must consult with the DOI whenever an FTA-assisted project would use land of a historic site. 
This is the case with the Green Line Copley Station Accessibility Improvement Project. Given 
the urgency for the MBTA to complete this subsurface analysis prior to the end of this 
construction season, the FTA requests your comments not later than October 12, 2007. 


Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. If you have any questions or comments, 
please contact either Donna Laidley at 617-494-2484 or Pete Butler at 617-494-2729 at soon as 
possible. 

Sincerely, 


Richard H. Doyle 
Regional Administrator 


Ce: A. Brennan, MBTA 


